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Trustees and contractors at the new viewing area at the Wairaki oxbow wetland, February 2023.  









http://www.waiautrust.org.nz/
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Figure 2: Habitat Enhancement Agreements and Joint QEII Projects, Te Anau Basin. 

Figure 3: Habitat Enhancement Agreements and Joint QEII Projects. Lower Waiau Catchment. 
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Figure 5: Waiau Mouth Habitat Project. 

3.1.1.2.5 Achievements and progress 
Maintenance activities included pest animal trapping, pest plant spraying, and maintaining wetland 
infrastructure and the integrity of the diversion channels. We undertook spring bird counts, recorded 
wetland inflows and monitored the number and species of pests caught. We also continued with our 
native seedling direct seeding trial. 

3.1.1.2.5.1 Resource consents 
The Trust holds four resource consents at the Waiau Mouth Wetlands. RC 205792 was for the diversion 
of water from the Holly Burn, which is no longer undertaken. 

Resource consents for the diversion from the Waiau River into the wetlands (AUTH-20211137-01) and 
discharge into the Waiau Lagoon from the wetlands (AUTH-20211137-02) were obtained in 2021 for 
a duration of 35 years. The Trust was not compliant with AUTH-20211137-01 due to a change in 
interpretation of the conditions by Environment Southland Compliance, i.e. the operation of the 
wetlands was the same as previous years which had been deemed fully compliant. 
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Figures 6 and 7 below present the annual and seasonal volumes the water diverted by the McCulloch 
diversion (operative from 15 April 2012) and by the Inder diversion (operative from 10 February 2015). 
The McCulloch and Inder pipes diverted 210 l/s and 453 l/s respectively, during 2022.  A distinct 
seasonal pattern exists. The Inder pipe diverts more consistent volumes of water, across the seasons. 

 
Note: Data for 2012 from 15 April to 31 December 
Summer datasets include December of the previous year 

Figure 6: McCulloch diversion - seasonal and annual water volumes diverted.  

 
Note: Data for 2015 from 10 February to 31 December 
Summer datasets include December of the previous year 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Averag
e

Annual 131 155 152 151 170 109 160 168 184 210 210 164
Summer 128 130 111 89 127 65 131 195 210 210 139
Autumn 103 125 135 155 68 167 146 142 210 210 146
Winter 87 199 198 213 161 149 139 181 212 210 210 178
Spring 197 181 154 158 150 109 180 189 211 210 210 177
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Average
Annual 0 393 362 419 427 510 453 453 377
Summer 0 365 376 303 397 504 453 453 356
Autumn 429 410 316 430 411 466 453 453 421
Winter 467 423 414 451 453 543 453 453 457
Spring 468 406 368 443 441 534 453 453 446
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Paradise duck 4 
Canada goose 5 
Black swan 2 
SI fern bird 3 
Grey heron 1 
Australasian Bittern 1 
 

15/12/2022 Full *    
 * No data owing to a broken phone prior to record retrievalMar 

 

Table 5 below is a list of all the bird species recorded during the spring surveys of the past 10 years, 
plus any additional species recorded outside survey times.   

A good diversity of wildlife species use the wetlands.  

Table 5: Species Recorded over 10 years of Spring Surveys and General Observations:  

Waterfowl Water Associated Species International Migrants Other Species Total 
Mallard Duck 
Shoveler  
Duck 
Paradise Duck 
NZ Scaup 
Grey Teal 
Black Swan 
Canada Geese 

Pied Stilt 
White- faced Heron  
Black- fronted Tern 
White-fronted Tern 
Caspian Tern 
Black Shag 
Little Shag 
Royal Spoonbill 
Pukeko 
White Heron 
Australasian Bittern 
Black--fronted Dotterel 
NZ Dotterel 
SW Plover 
SI Pied Oystercatcher 
Marsh Crake 
Black-billed Gull 
Southern Skua 
Wrybill Plover (juvenile) 

Eastern Bar-tailed Godwit 
Banded Dotterel 
Asiatic Tern  
White-winged Black Tern 
Sanderling  
Glossy Ibis 

Welcome 
Swallow 
Harrier Hawk 
NZ Falcon 

 

7 19 6 3 35 

3.1.1.2.5.3.2 Pest control 
Results from the permanent trapping programme are shown in Table 6. This is an ongoing 
commitment for the Trust, involving 22 DOC 200 traps, 5 DOC 250 traps (designed for ferrets and feral 
cats) and 3 Timms traps (feral cats and possums) . During the 2022-2023 financial year, the traps were 
checked on 9 occasions, while visiting the area for other purposes. Stoats, rats and cats are the main 
predators. While the stoat numbers are down on last year, their numbers are still of concern. The pest 
control is an important aspect of this project.   

Table 6: Pests Caught at Whitebait Project Site.  

Pests 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 22/23 Total 
Stoats 9 31 28 44 35 39 19 19 224 
Weasels 1 6 7 13 4 5 2 6 44 
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Pukeko -6 
White Faced Heron -3 
 

23 Jun 2021 Mallard �² 66 
Paradise Duck �² 19 
Shoveler �² 13 
Canada Geese �² 13 
Black Swan �² 4 
Pukeko �² 6 
Black Shag �² 33 
Kingfisher �² 1 
 

 NZ Pigeon �² 5  
Fantail �² 2 
 

26 Oct 2021 NZ Scaup �² 8 
Shoveler �² 66 
Grey Teal �² 14 
Mallard �² 35 
Paradise �² 7 
Canada Geese �² 48 
Pukeko �² 11 
Royal Spoonbill �² 38 
White Faced Heron �² 2 
 

 Grey Warbler �² 2 
Fantail �² 3 
Bellbird �² 0 
NZ Pigeon �² 1 

10 Nov 21 NZ Scaup �² 36 
Shoveler �² 39 +13C3 
Grey Teal �² 40 +7C5 
Mallard �² 7 + 8C5 
Paradise �² 6 +9C1 
Canada Geese �² 4 
Pukeko �² 7 
Black Shag �² 2 
Little Shag �² 11 +13 nests 
Royal Spoonbill �² 14 + 4 nests 
Pied Stilt �² 22 
Spur-winged Plover �² 2 
White Faced Heron �² 2 
 

 Grey Warbler �² 2 
Fantail �² 2 
Bellbird �² 2 
 

10 Jan 22 NZ Scaup �² 2 
Shoveler �² 24 
Grey Teal �² 26 
Mallard �² 46 + 7C5 
Paradise �² 500+ moulting flock + 6C6 
Pukeko �² 5 
Black Shag �² 4 
Little Shag �² 14 + 9 nests 
Royal Spoonbill �² 28 + 7 nests 
Spur-winged Plover �² 5 
White Faced Heron �² 8 
 

  

10 October 22 Royal Spoonbill - 25 + 12 nests 
Paradise duck - 45 
Pied stilt  - 6 
NZ Scaup - 8 
Little shag �² 6 + 6 nests 
Pukeko - 4  
Mallard �² 28 
Grey Teal �² 8 
Spur-winged plover 2 
 

 Bellbird 2 
Fantail 4 
Harrier Hawk 2 
Grey Warbler 

15 December 22 *   

* No data owing to a broken phone prior to record retrieval 

 

Table 8: Species Recorded in Bird Surveys and General Observations: 

Waterfowl Water Associated Species International Migrants Other Species Total 

Mallard Duck 

Shoveler  Duck 

Paradise Shelduck 

NZ Scaup 

Pied Stilt 

White- faced Heron  

Black- fronted Tern 

Black Shag 

 Harrier Hawk 

Grey Warbler 

Wax Eye 

Fantail 
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Figure 9: Rakatu Wetlands. 

3.1.1.4.5 Achievements and progress 
3.1.1.4.5.1 Maintenance 
Maintenance expenditure this year included:  

�x Grading of the access road to the car park,  
�x Pest plant control (walking tracks, fences lines, gorse and broom)  
�x Regular cleaning contract (for toilets and Look Out). 
�x Minor repairs to styles providing public access to the Waiau River 
�x Replacement max 4 person load signs on the 10 m bridge providing public 

access to the Waiau River 
 

A storm in October 2020 resulted in one of the four hectare forestry blocks blowing over. The wind 
fallen trees were able to be salvaged and an additional 2 ha of the same age class was harvested at 
the same time. The six hectares has been replanted in winter 2021. We have undertaken a survival 
assessment of the replanted areas, and plant survival is high. Subsequently, works were required to 
reform the lower Long Walking Track, which had been damaged due to the logging operation.  

We have also contracted the removal of willows in the lower Rakatu natural wetland system. Willows 
have been steadily invading the area since our purchase in 2001. 

3.1.1.4.5.2 Monitoring 

3.1.1.4.5.2.1 Bird surveys 
The Trust has now been undertaking spring bird counts at Rakatu for 13 years. Table 12 is the summary 
of data from spring bird counts conducted during 2022. Two separate wetland habitats were sampled. 
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Two counts were completed. A total of 6 waterfowl species and 2 water associated species were 
recorded, including broods of NZ Scaup, Grey duck,  and Black Swan.  

Table 13 summarises all species recorded at Rakatu over the last 13 years. Included are the species 
recorded by local ornithologist Shawn Herron in 2012 and 2013. His observations include bush and 
passerine species and this data adds to the understanding of habitat available at Rakatu.  

The data shows a good diversity of species is resident, resident and breeding or visiting the wetlands.  
Waterfowl tend to dominate the wildlife population in terms of numbers of birds recorded, but 
numbers of individual species do vary from year to year. All waterfowl species have been recorded as 
breeding on site, over the 13 year sampling period.  

The diversity of water associated species at Rakatu reflects the scale and types of habitat available. 
Shallow shorelines and pasture margins suit the waders. Regenerating native wetland vegetation suit 
S.Is Fernbird, plus the secretive Australasian Bittern and Marsh Crake (and chicks) both of which have 
been observed outside the official survey times. The shag species and White-faced Herons are clearly 
finding a food source within the open water habitats. 

The wetlands and their margins provide additional habitat and food source for the bush birds living in 
the wider area, including Fiordland National Park. The regeneration of wetland vegetation, particularly 
the flaxes and shrub lands, are now visually noticeable and add to the biodiversity values of the 
wetland complex.  

Table 12: Results of 2022 Bird Counts at Rakatu �t Species Present and Numbers. 

Bird species Bird species type 28/11/2022 

NZ Scaup Waterfowl 34 

Shoveler Waterfowl - 

Mallard Waterfowl 50 

Grey Teal Waterfowl - 

Paradise Waterfowl 16 

Black Swan Waterfowl 1, 4 x c4 

Canada Geese Waterfowl 8 

Grey Duck Waterfowl 42, c4 x 6 

Australian Mountain Duck Waterfowl - 

Spur-winged Plover Water associated species - 

Little Shag Water associated species 1 

Pied Stilt Water associated species 11 

South Island Pied Oystercatcher Water associated species - 

Pukeko Water associated species - 

Black Billed Gull Water associated species - 

Black Fronted Tern Water associated species - 

South Island Fernbird Other 1 

Harrier Hawk Other - 

Bellbird Other - 

Grey Warbler Other  
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1 

Tui Other 1 
* Data for 16 December bird count owing to a broken phone prior to record retrieval 

Table 13: Species Recorded over 13 years of Spring Surveys, General Observations and the Herron 
Surveys.  

Waterfowl Water Associated 
Species 

Other Species Total 

Mallard 
Duck 
Shoveler  
Duck 
Paradise 
Duck 
NZ Scaup 
Grey Duck 
Grey Teal 
Black Swan 
Canada 
Goose 
Feral Goose 
Australian 
Mountain 
Duck 

Pied Stilt 
White Faced Heron  
Black Fronted Tern  
Black Shag 
Little Shag 
Pukeko 
SW Plover 
SI Pied Oystercatcher 
Australasian Bittern 
SI Fernbird 
Marsh Crake 
Black-billed Gull 
Black- backed Gull 
Coot 
 

Welcome 
Swallow 
Bellbird 
Grey Warbler 
Silvereye 
NZ Pipit 
Fantail 
Tui 
NZ Wood 
Pidgeon 
Harrier Hawk 
NZ Falcon 
Blackbird 
Song Thrush 
Dunnock 
Skylark 
House 
Sparrow 
Chaffinch 
Redpoll 
Goldfinch 
Starling 
Yellowhammer 
Greenfinch 
Magpie 
SI Fernbird 

 

11 14 23 48 
 

3.1.1.4.5.2.2 Fish surveys 
A fish survey was not undertaken this year. Survey are typically undertaken approximately once every 
three-five years. 

3.1.1.4.5.2.3 Trap network 
The predator trap network around Rakatu and the neighbouring Redcliff Wetlands consists of 58 DOC 
200 traps. Six DOC 250 traps (designed for ferrets and cats) were added to the network on 16 January 
2018. The traps were checked and rebaited on 5 occasions during the year, as set out in Table 15 
below.  

Another 25 DOC 200 traps were purchased this year. Trustee John Whitehead kindly built the boxes 
and assembled these on behalf of the Trust. Some of these have been added to the lines at both the 
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and QEII to restore it. This includes not only protecting what is there but reinstating almost 2 ha of 
harakeke swamp at the southwestern corner of the Wetland and planting on the terrace whose 
springs feed into the Wetland. The wetland includes approximately 4 ha of open water and the total 
area protected is approximately 14 ha. 

 

Figure 10. Extent of the Wairaki Wetland Habitat Project. The open water portion covers approximately 
6 ha within the protected area. The red line is the foot access path to a viewing platform at the top of 
the terrace looking out over the wetland. The carpark will be located at the corner of the road where 
the proposed footpath meets the road. The Main Stem of the Waiau River is immediately to the west 
and the Wairaki River is immediately to the north. 

3.1.1.8.4 Achievements and progress 
With the QEII covenant approved, which includes a prohibition on commercial eeling, physical works 
this year has involved weed control, planting and providing public access to the Wetland. A carpark 
has been installed on the road reserve, a gravel footpath and a viewing platform over the wetland has 
been installed. Interpretation and signage will be undertaken in the coming year. The Trust worked 
with Hauroko Valley Primary to get students involved in the planting programme.  

3.1.1.8.4.1 Monitoring 
Bird counts will be undertaken each year and aquatic ecological studies undertaken periodically to 
assess any changes overtime. 

A baseline ecological study for the Wetland was undertaken last year, comprising both 
macroinvertebrate and fish surveys. In relation to macroinvertebrates, the report concluded that: 
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The invertebrate community found in this system is typical of what would be expected in a soft 
bottomed lentic habitat, with Hemiptera, Crustacea, and Mollusca taxa comprising the 
majority of the community.  

The fish survey involved setting 12 fyke nets evenly spaced around the shoreline of the wetland. These 
were checked, with caught fish retained, each day for three days to enable a population estimate using 
a depletion curve methodology. The results, and the population estimate, are provided in the tables 
below, providing a useful baseline for monitoring into the future. In addition to the eels, over 500 
bullies were caught during the survey, suggesting that these are an important food source for eels in 
the Wairaki Wetland system. Trout are also known to be present in the Wairaki Wetland, and large 
individuals are often visible from the terrace above the Wetland. No galaxiids were caught. The fish 
community is also what would typically be expected for a shallow lowland lake. 

Table 19A: Wairaki Wetland fish survey results 2022. 

Eel species Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Total 
Shortfin 140 99 62 301 
Longfin 21 5 11 37 

  
Eel 
species 

Estimated 
population 
size 

Lower 
95%CI 

Upper 
95%CI 

Capture 
probability 

Average 
weight 
(kg) 

Estimated 
biomass 
(kg) 

Shortfin 426 344 508 0.34 0.34 143.9 
Longfin 48 27 69 0.38 0.31 14.7 

 

The results of the bird counts at the Wetland are presented below.  

Table 19B: Wairaki Wetland bird count. 

Bird Species Type of bird species Bird count 10 Dec 22 
Scaup Waterfowl 14 
Shoveler Duck Waterfowl 28 
Mallard Duck Waterfowl 80 
Grey Teal Waterfowl 4 
Paradise Duck Waterfowl 12 1c2 
Black Swan Waterfowl 1 
Black Shag Water associated species 1 
Royal Spoonbill Water associated species - 
Coot Water associated species - 

 

3.1.1.8.4.2 Future work 
The Trust will continue to work with the Smith Family to restore and enhance the wetland over the 
next two years, through: 

1. Continuing willow, pine and douglas fir control within the Wetland and the terrace 
above as required 

2. Complete public access by installing interpretation panels and signage 
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Table 25: Waiau Trust investments as at 31 March 2023. 

 

 

Maintaining the value of the Fund, with respect to inflation, has been underlying driver for the Trust 
and is monitored on a yearly basis. Figure 11 shows the value of the fund at the end of each financial 
year (since inception and after withdrawals, fees and brokerage) and the value of the fund, had it been 
successfully inflation proofed, based on the CPI. It can be seen the actual value has fluctuated around 
the potential value, with major influences being the global financial issues post-9/11 in 2001, the 2008 
global credit situation and the Covid 19 pandemic. The fund value is now $973,378 less than the level 
it should theoretically be at, given the investment returns this year.  

 

Waiau Trust Investments as at 31st  March 2023
Table 25:

Craigs Investment Partners Milford Income Fund Jarden Total % of fund Target %

Cash $67,705 $594,686 $16,721 $679,112 19% 5%

Total Cash (I) $67,705 $594,686 $16,721 $679,112 19% 5%

NZ Fixed Interest $1,281,434 $312,224 $673,359 $2,267,017 38% 55%

Australia  & Global $1,100,370 $0 $1,100,370 9%
Fixed Interest

Total Fixed Interest (I) $1,281,434 $1,412,594 $673,359 $3,367,387 47% 55%
(Australasian)

NZ Propert ies $163,600 $209,199 $109,610 $482,409 5% 10%
Aust Properties $95,563 $95,563 1%

Total Properties (G) $259,163 $209,199 $109,610 $577,972 6% 10%
(Australasian)

NZ Equit ies $708,169 $343,705 $334,262 $1,386,136 14% 15%

Australia Equit ies $558,653 $108,816 $667,469 7% 13%

International Equit ies $661,918 $301,063 $384,881 $1,347,862 7% 2%

Total Equit ies (G) $1,928,740 $644,768 $827,959 $3,401,467 28% 30%

Other $572
Total portfolio $3,537,041 $2,861,817 $1,627,650 $8,026,508 100% 100%

Balance at 31 March 2023 3,537,041 2,861,817 1,627,650 8,026,508 

Annual Net Investment return after 
withdrawals, fees & brokerage - 31 
March 2023 -2% -1% -3% -2% 
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Figure 11: Value of the Waiau Trust fund at the end of each financial year since inception, inflation 
proofed portfolio value and actual value. 

The Trust is mindful that our mandate is to produce ecological outcomes and though it is difficult to 
put a dollar value on ecological assets, the Trust is of the view that these enhanced ecological assets 
also go some way toward inflation proofing the Fund.  

The long-term horizon drives Trust thinking. Enhanced habitats need to operate in perpetuity to 
ensure permanent environmental outcomes and ongoing resources are required for the Trust to 
continue with its valuable habitat enhancement and other project work.  

3.2.1.3 Other Income Sources 
The Trust received 22.1 of total income from sources other than the investment of the Trust Fund. The 
Trust owns or leases a number of properties that have the ability to produce income from grazing, 
production forestry (plus the Emissions Trading Scheme) and harvesting grass for silage/baleage/hay, 
without jeopardizing the primary purpose of habitat enhancement. Past income generating sources 
have included external sponsorship of aspects of projects and disposal of Trust property assets for 
reinvestment in future projects.  

3.2.1.4 General Financial Management 
The Trust sees itself operating in perpetuity and is now thinking strategically out to 2031 when the 
Meridian Energy Ltd, Resource Consents for the Manapouri Power Scheme expire and will need to be 
renewed. The Trust will continue to work with Meridian Energy to promote a shared vision of the 
catchment from a natural ecosystem perspective and how it might look beyond 2031.  This will include 
continuing with the current habitat enhancement work including habitat enhancement agreements. 
In addition, the Trust intends to identify a series of new flagship projects as part of its strategic 
programme of works which will require new levels of funding into the future.  

The Trust continues to look for efficiencies and effectiveness in the expenditure of the Trust Fund, in 
terms of project management, implementation and administrative structures. Reviews of expenditure 
and reassessment of project priorities throughout the year, depending on investment performance, 
are considered to be a prudent management approach. Contracts for the provision of 
secretarial/administration, field and planning services remain cost effective. Records of hours each 
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Table 26: Waiau Trust & QE II National Trust Joint Projects - March 2022
Sub Catchment Waterbody Name Landowner Physical Address Fence (m) Area protected (ha)

Mararoa Stevens Farm Kettles Landcorp Farming Stevens Farm 1,625 6.4

Reidsdale+ Whitestone Webbs Wetland Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 110 9.4

Orauea Kow hai Reach' B Collie & F Hopkins 1313 Ohai-Clifden Hw y 2,370 3.1

Mararoa Lynmore Tarns Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 2,220 8.9

Mararoa Hikuraki Gap Wetland Landcorp Farming Hikuraki Farm 650 23.1

Ew eburn Stream Pyramid Wetland Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 1,940 20.0

Ew eburn Stream Morgans Wetland Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 810 6.2

Wash Creek McKenzie Sw amp Landcorp Farming Hikuraki Farm 1,492 27.0

Home Creek Deans Wetland - Kepler Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 800 4.1

Home Creek Kepler Airstrip Wetland Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 680 9.4

Thomas Burn Rough Gully Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 1,900 61.6

Flaxy Creek Lynmore Canyon Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 1,009 15.1

Upukerora Tibbles Wetland Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 2,400 51.6

Upukerora Round Barn Wetland Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 900 7.4

Ramparts Stream AWS Wetland Ramparts Stream Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 6,749 86.6

Waiau Mainstem Thomas Covenant R & A Thomas 879 Clifden Highw ay 170 3.6

Upukerora Ew eburn Wetland Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 3,000 31.5

Thomas Burn Thomas Burn Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 12,011 148.9

Whitestone Lake Echo Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 2,760 61.6

Ew eburn Stream Lees Wetland Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 470 5.0

Lake Te Anau Sues Garden Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 4,400 155.5

Upukerora Hankinson Bush Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 690 4.1

Linton Stream/ Orauea Wildings / Wilanda Dow ns Landcorp Farming Wilanda Dow ns 940 29.9

Linton Stream/ Orauea Broadleaf Bush/Wilanda Dow ns Landcorp Farming Wilanda Dow ns 1,175 8.6

Upper Waiau Schaumanns Wetland Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 960 1.4

Home Creek Allan's Wetland Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 850 8.4

Lake Te Anau Ten Mile Sw amp Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 1,715 13.7

Lake Te Anau Seven Mile Sw amp Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 600 3.7

Whitestone /Stony Creek Lynmore - Extension Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 1,235 21.8

Upukerora Te Anau Hill Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 2,485 103.7

Redcliff Creek/Jericho Creek Matt's Shrubland + extension Landcorp Farming Jericho Farm 1,690 20.4

Sub total 60,806 962
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Table 26: Waiau Trust & QE II National Trust Joint Projects March 2022  Continued
Sub Catchment Waterbody Name Landowner Physical Address Fence (m) Area protected (ha)

Mararoa Inkersells Wetland Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 1,400 6.4

Mararoa Geoff 's Wetland Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 700 3.0

Mararoa Bottom Knobby Wetland Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 400 3.1

Whitestone Simon's Gully Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 530 5.3

Ramparts Stream- Upper Waiau Ramparts Airstrip Wetland Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 920 4.6

Mararoa Liko's Wetland Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 650 3.1

Grassy Creek Wairaki Station Bushland Richard & Trudy Slee Blackmount RD 2 Otautau 2,700 19.7

Whitestone Andy's Wetland Andrew  Gillespie 55 Ramparts Rd, Te Anau 700 3.3

Whitestone Fred Burn Gordon's Gully Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 800 11.9

Whitestone Cricket Ground Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 3,400 40.3

Whitestone Kits Bog Pine Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 890 3.9

Wash Creek Ramhill 1 & 2 Landcorp Farming Hikuraki Station 6,280 35.2

Mararoa/Lagoon Cr Waynes Gully Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 500 3.2

Te Anau tributary Toni's Wetland + extension Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 7,800 38.4

Mararoa Rough Wetlands + extension Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 1,900 6.6

Mararoa Tim's Gully Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 5,120 24.7

Sharpridge Creek Chamberlains Wetland J New son & M Chamberlain 538 Otahu-Eastern Bush Road, Birchw ood 2,240 28.1

Upukerora Carole's Wetland Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 11,065 22.5

Upper Waiau Kepler Five Bush Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 2,030 3.9

Orauea Olivers Bush G & J Broughton Feldw ick 2,610 5.1

Fred Burn Fred Burn Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 7,390 14.3

Marshburn -Orauea Cassells & Church David Church Feldw ick 4,127 9.1

Wash Creek - Mararoa One Tree Wetland Landcorp Farming Centre Hill Station 3,645 16.7

Mararoa Lagoon Creek Wetlands Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 1,890 8.9

Low er Waiau Mannings Wetland Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 2,645 11.0

Low er Waiau Big Bend Wetland Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 1,255 8.0

Wash Creek - Mararoa Kerry's Wetland Landcorp Farming Haycocks Station 1,685 12.1

Lagoon Cr, Thomas Burn Templetons  Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 3,500 19.1

Waiau River Roses  Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 1,750 7.0

Lagoon Creek Bartletts Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 4,710 63.1

Lake Te Anau Four Mile Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Farm 1,055 10.1

Sub total 147,093 1413.4
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Table 26: Waiau Trust & QE II National Trust Joint Projects March 2022 Continued
Sub Catchment Waterbody Name Landowner Physical Address Fence (m) Area protected (ha)

Low er Waiau Addenbrooke & Harris Addenbrooke & Harris 2804 Ohai - Clifden Highw ay 480 9.8

Low er Waiau Office Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 570 1.6

Low er Waiau Collar Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 995 6.3

Mararoa Dale Burn trib. Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 2,920 17.2

Whitestone Daw son City - Mt Prospect GR, G&R Cockburn 3348 Kakapo Road, Te Anau 4,800 28.1

Waiau Arm Ibbotsons's Riverslea Landcorp Farming Riverslea Farm 1,450 6.5

Orauea Pearce & Spencer R & K Pearce, N Spencer 172 Mulvey Road, Otautau 2,075 32.7

Orauea Stirling Wether Hill PM,HM & WA Stirling 277 Wether Hill Road, Otautau 800 17.5

Whitestone Gerry's Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 2,050 11.8

Mararoa Anitas Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 2,280 20.9

Low er Waiau Ben's Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 1,183 4.5

Low er Waiau Tim's Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 948 4.5

Orauea Wilsons Moffat Bush G A Wilson 344 Clifden Gorge Road, Otautau 2,200 12.1

Lake Te Anau Podocarp Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Station 720 2.4

Waiau River Richard's Bush Ohai Clifden Hw y, RD 2, Otautau 1,032 4.4

Whitestone Jack's Gully Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 3,053 8.3

Lake Manapouri Leslie's Wetland Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 960 4.1

Orauea Broughton Sturgess Block G & J Broughton 640 Scotts Gap Feldw ick Rd. RD 2, Otautau 500 0.8

Wilderness Stream Groundw ater - Atanga AP&BJ,&MD Groundw ater 450 Glassford Road,RD1, Omakau 10,700 47.0

Whitestone Stony Creek Wetland GR,GW& RJ Cockburn 1338 Kakapo Rd. RD 2, Te Anau. 2,300 14.6

Reidsdale Willans Wetland MJ & TM Willans 1945 Te Anau Mossburn Highw ay 1,200 9.3

Upukerora Trib Aubrey's Wetland Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 1,500 9.2

Lagoon Creek Bartletts Extension Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 3,900 6.7

Whitestone Mt Prospect-Road Block 1 GR, GW & RJ Cockburn 1338 Kakapo Rd. RD 2, Te Anau. 2,508 8.7

Lake Te Anau Tapsell's Wetland Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Station 1,200 13.8

Wash Creek Kennedy's Wetland Landcorp Farming Centre Hill Station 1,200 3.7

Mararoa One Tree Wetland Landcorp Farming Haycocks Station 1,850 14.9

Whitestone Mt Prospect -Road Block 2 GR, GW & RJ Cockburn 1338 Kakpo Rd, RD 2, Te Anau 8,040 50.9

Ew eburn Stream Safari Wetland Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Station 200 14.9

Lake Te Anau Four Mile Extension Landcorp Farming Ew eburn Station 1,560 8.8

Waiau Arm John's Wetland Landcorp Farming Freestone Farm 1,700 31.2

Sub total 213,967 1840.6
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Table 26: Waiau Trust & QE II National Trust Joint Projects March 2023 Continued
Sub Catchment Waterbody Name Landowner Physical Address Fence (m) Area protected (ha)

Mararoa DoC Wetland Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 470 6.8

Home Creek Allans Wetland Extension Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 520 8.1

Marshburn Edwards GA & TA McMeeken 117 Hamilton Road, RD 2, Otautau 0 1.2

Lagoon Creek Bartletts Extension 3 Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 1,100 12.6

Upukerora Matthews Wetland Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 872 24.4

Whitestone Duck Hut Bush Glen Echo Station Kakapo Road, RD 2, Te Anau 750 8.2

Whitestone Jacks Extension Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 350 3.3

Lagoon Creek Tally Gully Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 1,100 5.3

Mt Prospect Stream Geordies GR, GW & RJ Cockburn 1338 Kakapo Rd. RD 2, Te Anau. 7,150 28.6

Waimotu Stream Pahl Groveburn Bush John l Pahl - JNR Farm Groveburn 2,250 22.4

Lake Te Anau Sue's Garden Extension (1) Landcorp Farming Eweburn Station 1,030 2.6

Whitestone Twin Creeks Glen Echo Station Kakapo Road, RD 2, Te Anau 4,619 91.8

Lagoon Creek Beehive Gully Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 1,192 4.0

Lake Te Anau Sue's Garden Extension (2) Landcorp Farming Eweburn Station 900 24.6

Upukerora The Hobbit Landcorp Farming Eweburn Station 2,000 265.4

Fredburn Gordon's Gully Extension Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 188 4.8

Fredburn Fredburn Wetlands Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 2,310 42.8

Reidsdale Webbs Extension Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 814 3.4

Reidsdale Karen's Gully Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 830 2.8

Lagoon Creek Four Tarns Extension Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 500 3.1

Waiau Arm Paul's Wetland Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 1,400 3.7

Eweburn Strem Welsfords Wetland Landcorp Farming Eweburn Station 600 6.3

Whitestone Twin Creeks Extension Glen Echo Station Kakapo Road, RD 2, Te Anau 5,475 10.4

Upukerora Tibbles Extension Landcorp Farming Eweburn Station 741 144.1

Fenham Stream MacGillivray Sandy's DJ & SR MacGillivray 157 Fenham Road, RD 2, Otautau 750 2.1

Upukerora Te Anau Hill Extension Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 910 16.0

Mararoa Kerry's Extension Landcorp Farming Haycock Stationn 263 14.5

Lagoon Creek Gordy's Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 1,215 6.5

Whitestone Unnamed trib GR, GW & RJ Cockburn 1338 Kakapo Rd. RD 2, Te Anau. 9,600 35.0

Whitestone Fredburn trib Landcorp Farming Dale Hill 3,142 167.0
Fredburn Fredburn Wetland Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 0 45.0

Sub total 267,008 2857.4
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Table 27: Habitat Enhancement Agreements (HEA) March 2023

HEA Sub catchment Waterbody Name Landowner Fence Stream Area 

# length(m)  length(m)  (ha)

101 Little Creek Little Creek Whare Creek Partnership 860 430 0.4

102 Humbug Creek Humbug Creek P & K Gow 1050 1050 1.1

103 McIvor Creek McIvor Creek P & K Gow 1050 1050 1.1

106 Dean Burn Dean Burn NZ Deer Farms 2470 1770 7.1

110 Whitestone Kakapo Swamp Outlet Stream Owen Buckingham 1400 1400 4.2

112 Mararoa Thomas Burn Landcorp Farming Mararoa Stn 3100 5500 13.8

113 Mararoa Wash Creek Landcorp Farming Haycocks 6220 3685 12.7

114 Upper Waiau Mainstem Ramparts Stream Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 810 405 0.5

115 Whitestone Unnamed Streams Kevin Woolhouse 2270 1135 1.4

116 Lake Manapouri McLeods Drain Home Creek Landcorp Farming Freestone 4850 2715 5.4

118 Lillburn Unnamed Streams Neil & Gray Robertson 4200 3450 3.3

119 Flaxy Creek Flaxy Creek Montana Farming P & M Tippett 3000 1500 3.8

120 Whitestone Dawson City Wetlands Landcorp Farming Mararoa Stn 3720 0 16.0

122 Waimotu Stream Waimotu Creek Seaview Trust 2200 1100 1.1

123 Makarewa Stream Makarewa Stream Peter Baker 520 520 5.2

124 Makarewa Stream Makarewa Stream S Slee 828 1450 14.5

125 Kowhai Creek Kowhai Stream Graeme Dodd 870 2510 2.5

126 Dean Burn Trib Dean Burn Mount Spence Holdings P Marshall 1800 900 1.4

127 Whitestone Unnamed streams Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 9980 4990 8.7

128 Waimotu & Kowhai Stream Waimotu & Kowhai Stream M & K Erskine 1175 1175 2.8

129 Waimotu Stream Waimotu Stream Graeme Dodd 480 240 0.5

130 Kowhai Creek Kowhai Creek Bruce Howden 1280 640 1.7

131 Orauea Unnamed Tributary Glenbrae Ltd E & A Cade 600 300 0.8

132 Lower Waiau Mainstem Humbug, Grassy, McIvor Creek P & K Gow 3130 1565 1.6

133 Orauea Morley Stream Landcorp Farming Wilanda Downs 1400 1400 2.8

134 Lillburn Fenham Creek trib D & S MacGillivray 670 335 1.3

135 Home Creek/Kepler Mire Stuart Farm - Radio Mast Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 460 250 1.0

136 Mararoa Grassy Creek Richard & Trudy Slee 900 780 1.6

137 Camp Creek Camp Creek Bevan Collie & Fiona Hopkins 9600 6180 6.2

138 Lower Waiau Mainstem Merton Creek David Church 4324 4472 6.8

139 Orauea Orauea River Gary Hopcroft 1440 1190 1.0

140 Mararoa Unnamed trib - Mararoa Roderick McCall & Anne Roska 265 130 0.3

141 Flaxy Creek Flaxy Creek Paul Preston 2125 1990 6.0

142 Orauea Marshburn Stream Christopher Lindsay 1638 1638 1.2

143 Hollyburn Hollyburn Thomas O'Brien 1400 710 1.5

144 Mararoa Spring Trib Graeme & Joy Gunn 1120 700 1.4

145 Mararoa Thomas Burn Trib Landcorp Farming Mararoa Stn 1450 725 1.1

146 Wairaki Grassy Creek Trib Russell & Elizabeth Gray 600 600 0.8

147 Mararoa Wilderness Creek Elya Holdings David Dodunski 6670 5592 7.6

148 Orauea Morley Tribs Landcorp Farming Wilanda Downs 6410 4340 11.8

150 Orauea Marshburn Stream HC & LMJ Gill 1960 1960 2.3

151 Lower Waiau Excelsior Creek Landcorp Farming Duncraigen 1178 750 3.9

152 Lower Waiau Clifden Caves Stream Phillip & Rebecca Mercep 4410 2126 5.3

153 Waiau Arm Lake Manapouri John's Oufall tributaries Landcorp Farming Riverslea Farm 2235 2090 3.8

154 Mararoa River Lagoon Creek Landcorp Farming Mararoa Stn 1350 940 1.5

155 Mararoa River Lagoon Creek Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 3608 1850 5.7

156 Whitestone Fred Burn Stream Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 4800 2364 8.7

157 Dean Burn Dean Burn tributary Lindsay & Glenda Wilson 1000 500 0.7

158 Mararoa Unnamed trib - Mararoa Burwood Station Hamish McLean 4475 2022 4.3

159 Kowhai Creek Kowhai Creek trib Homestead Trust 1000 500 0.7

159 Waimotu Stream Waimotu Stream Homestead Trust 3400 1700 3.4

160 Whitestone Unnamed trib - Whitestone Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 1480 700 2.7

161 Orauea Fenham Stream tribs David MacGillivray 1410 710 5.2

162 Dean Burn Unamed trib Dean Burn G & V Dyson 6730 4170 6.4

163 Whitestone Unnamed trib - Whitestone Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 2680 1650 35.8

164 Upukerora Ray's Stream Landcorp Farming Eweburn 2700 1380 1.7

165 Whitestone Unnamed trib - Whitestone Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 1380 690 2.5

166 Whitestone Stony Creek G & R Cockburn Mt Prospect 1700 1740 2.8

167 Lillburn Unnamed tribs Fraser & Sharon Hampton 490 490 0.8

Sub Total 146,321 98,844 262.2
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Table 27: Habitat Enhancement Agreements (HEA) March 2023

HEA Sub catchment Waterbody Name Landowner Fence Stream Area 
# length(m)  length(m)  (ha)

168 Reidsdale Reidsdale & unnamed tribs Murray & Tania Willans 2350 1250 11.6

169 Orauea Unnamed tribs Grass Burn George & Justine Broughton 500 250 0.4

170 Camp Creek Arthur Creek Southwest Properties 900 850 9.9

171 Whitestone Mt Prospect Flats Streams G & R Cockburn Mt Prospect 5573 2624 6.2

172 Kakapo Swamp Clow's Wetland David & Sally Clow 440 0 2.6

173 Upper Waiau Travis Wetland & Etn 2 Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 2203 500 10.3

174 Home Creek Kepler Mire Outfall Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 5112 2556 6.8

175 Wash Creek Kennedy's Wetland Landcorp Farming Centre Hill Station 950 0 2.0

176 Mararoa Weir Flats Landcorp Farming Duncraigen 2000 1100 0.9

177 Upper Waiau Robbies Wetland Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 1300 0 7.7

178 Whitestone Unnamed Trib Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 1615 1100 1.7

179 Fredburn trib, Whitestone Unnamed trib Glen Echo Ltd 2947 1560 1.9

180 Orauea Morley Stream PM & HM Stirling 2441 1100 5.4

181 Upper Waiau Ellens Wetland Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 1350 0 6.0

182 Upukerora F27 & F28 tribs of Upukerora Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 1800 900 0.9

183 Lagoon Creek West Reynolds Wetland Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 600 0 3.1

184 Whitestone House Paddock Stream Glen Echo Station 700 400 0.4

185 Mararoa Airstrip Wetland Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 675 0 6.4

186 Home Creek Steven's Haybarn wetland Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 257 0 0.4

187 Upper Waiau Travis Wetland Extension 2 Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 1250 0 5.9

188 Lower Waiau M18 Wetland & Riparian Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 1300 0 4.0

189 Reidsdale Lynmore Gully C25 Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 1205 580 1.7

190 Whitestone F2 & D18 Paddock Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 1500 1788 4.9

191 Orauea Linton Stream Landcorp Farming Wilanda Downs 1500 1450 5.0

192 Orauea Coal Creek Landcorp Farming Wilanda Downs 500 700 4.2

193 Thomas Burn Banks 4 Wetland Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 950 0 4.4

194 Wilderness Creek Long Guly & Dannys Paddock Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 1593 775 1.9

195 Lagoon Creek Dicks B & Dan 2 Paddock Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 451 425 2.5

196 Wairaki Unnamed trib Wairaki DJ & BJ Chamberlain 872 872 3.4

197 Wairaki Grassy Creek trib Wairaki Station (RJ Slee) 4323 3071 17.0

198 Mararoa Reidsdale Stream M & T Willans 2139 1178 1.8

199 Orauea Fenham Stream D & S MacGillivray 854 585 1.1

200 Lower Waiau mainstem D37 Wetland Landcorp Farming  Duncraigen 1525 0 5.7

201 Whitestone Upper Fredburn Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 1942 1254 1.7

202 Upper Waiau mainstem Unnamed Trib D S MacGibbon 1060 645 0.8

203 Whitestone Unnamed trib & wetlands KJ & LR Porteous 1873 510 5.8

204 Whitestone Fredburn Stream Landcorp Farming Dale Farm 3692 2694 5.1

205 Mararoa Telstar Wetland (F21) Landcorp Farming Lynmore Farm 1146 270 2.6

206 Whitestone Woodhams & Haybarn Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 878 878 8.0

207 Thomas Burn Nigs Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 599 500 2.5

208 Lagoon Creek Scurrs Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 1621 750 4.0

209 Waiau Arm Mcleods Drain trib Landcorp Farming Freestone Farm 2814 1683 2.0

210 Orauea Bluebottle Birchwood Station, RD 2, Otautau 1340 1340 0.0

210 Orauea Bull Creek Birchwood Station, RD 2, Otautau 850 425 0.6

211 Stony Creek Stony Creek trib D & N Lott,  RD 2, Te Anau 644 644 1.5

212 Mararoa Mararoa tribs H & K Slee,  RD 2,  Te Anau 1932 1399 3.5

213 Reidsdale Reidsdale Stream C E & M S Hughes 2875 1830 3.8

214 Ramparts Creek Ramparts Creek Waiau Terraces, Te Anau 943 450 0.5

215 Home Creek Kepler HEA's 2021 Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 4532 0 14.1

216 Waiau mainstem Paddocks B17,D17,B23 Landcorp Farming Duncraigen Farm 1345 0 5.2

217 Mararoa Mararoa tribs Burwood Station, H McLean 3542 3542 0.4

218 Upper Waiau W1, W30, W38 Landcorp Farming Freestone Farm 1252 0 8.4

219 Dean Burn Unnamed trib Dean Burn Beech Farm Limited - G & V Dyson 3638 1819 3.9

220 Thomas Burn Dan & Brown Gates Landcorp Farming Mararoa Station 1980 990 2.7

221 Fredburn Trib Fredburn Stream Glen Echo Ltd 921 400 1.5

222 Elmwood Stream Elmwood Stream Elmwood Station Limited 1080 610 1.5

223 Mararoa Mararoa tribs H C Slee and K R Slee 1583 810 1.00

224 Orauea Marshburn G & T McMeeken 610 300 0.6

225 Whitestone Whitestone tribs KJ & LR Porteous 770 570 1.3

Grand Total 245,458 148,771 493.4
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Table 28 summarises the types of data available for the habitat enhancement projects. 

The Monitoring Strategy is very focused, with emphasis on the ecological response and benefits to fisheries 
and wildlife at major projects. It is not possible, or necessary, to monitor every aspect of every project. The 
cost would be prohibitive. The ecological benefits of riparian fencing of streams and wetlands are well 
established and reported widely in the national and international literature. Preventing animal access to 
streams has benefits for stream bed and bank stability as well reducing direct sediment, faecal and nutrient 
inputs to streams.  Protected riparian margins allow vegetation recovery and often regeneration of native 
species. Healthy swards of riparian vegetation improve the uptake of nutrients and sediment and improve the 
filtering ability of these margins, thus reducing all contaminant inputs to streams. These are all positive 
benefits for stream ecosystem health. Our monitoring programmes therefore reflect the type and scale of 
each project and provide information to indicate progress with the enhancement of the habitat and assist 
management of the enhanced habitat. 

As reported earlier a macroinvertebrate, fine sediment and electric fishing monitoring programme is in place 
at 6 sites in the Te Anau basin, where the Trust has completed on-farm stream and wetland protection. This 
long-term programme is run in conjunction with Environment Southland. All results will be provided to the 
relevant landowners.  

With each passing year more data becomes available for the monitored projects. Ecological outcomes of 
particular note are the fishery and bird monitoring results at the Whitebait habitats. This project site started 
with grass paddocks. The creation of wetlands has produced productive fishery and wildlife habitats, linked to 
the Waiau Lagoon and the Waiau River. This response occurred within a very short time frame. 

The Trust has extensive photographic library of all projects. Comparisons of sites over time is a good visual 
measure of ecosystem restoration and health.  

  

Table 27: Habitat Enhancement Agreements (HEA) March 2023

HEA Sub catchment Waterbody Name Landowner Fence Stream Area 
# length(m)  length(m)  (ha)

226 Mararoa Mararoa tribs H C Slee and K R Slee 2262 1698 4.4

227 Landcorp Farming Ewe Burn

228 0.2ha open water habitat creation Landcorp Farming Kepler Farm 900 520 7.8

229 2.0ha open water habitat creation Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 453 405 3.8

Grand Total 249,073 151,394 509.4
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227 Landcorp Farming Ewe Burn
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229 2.0ha open water habitat creation Landcorp Farming Stuart Farm 453 405 3.8
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QEII/Waiau Trust Joint Projects photos 

 

 

Louises QEII extension on Pamu Farms NZ - Haycocks Station 
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Wairaki oxbow lake public access created in partnership with Smithill Farms Ltd. and QEII 
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Wairaki oxbow lake scenic lookout constructed. 
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Wairaki oxbow lake enhancement planting undertaken on the wetland margins  
















































































